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WELCOME TO ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
You are welcome here. 

If you have a prayer request, please fill out the yellow prayer sheet found 
in your bulletin. Prayer sheets will be collected by the usher during the 
hymn of the day. Prayer requests will be collected from Zoom worshipers 
via the Zoom meeting’s chat function. Prayer requests will be voiced by 
the pastor during the prayers of the people and added to the weekly 
prayer list circulated by email. All worshipers are welcome to receive 
Holy Communion, the body and blood of Jesus, given and shed for us. 

 
Introduction to the Day 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal 
immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the 
Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the 
Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view 
baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the 
flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The 
baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we 
are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 

 
 
 
Cover Image    

Moyers, Mike. Reminder, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project 
of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=57154 [retrieved February 6, 2024]. Original source: 
Mike Moyers, https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/. 

 
 
 
“Thanksgiving at the Table for Lent.” From Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A 
Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table by Gail 
Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Adapted 
by Rev. Kayla Hopgood. 
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Presiding Minister (P), Assisting Minister (AM), Congregation (C) 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
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mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
P Here is a flood of grace: 

Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN | A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you 
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you 
protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may 
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
FIRST READING | GENESIS 9:8-17 
 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many 
as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set 
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and 
the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When 
the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 
on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM | PSALM 25:1-10     prayed responsively 
 

To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted 
       all the day long. 
 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake  
       of your goodness, O LORD. 
 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
 
SECOND READING | 1 PETER 3:18-22 
 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
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saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal 
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL | MARK 1:9-15 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He 
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
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 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY | THY HOLY WINGS 
An usher will collect prayer requests during the hymn of the day 
 

 
 

 



 11 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

P Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed: 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended to heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of God the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

AM Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
ANTHEM | DONA NOBIS PACEM                   Mary Lynn Lightfoot 
 
                                                                        
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 

A brass plate will be passed during the offertory for your tithes and offerings. 
You may also give online by visiting ascensionlutheranchurch.org/give. Thank 
you for your gifts.  
 
 
OFFERING HYMN | CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
 

AM Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

 
 
 



 15 

 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P     O God, Creator of our wilderness world, 
O God, Savior of the lost, 
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering, 
we give you thanks for your everlasting might; 
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy. 

 
For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the 
flood. 
For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 
For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 

 
You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 
For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power 
of the devil. 
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On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
We extol his life. We lament his death. We celebrate his 
resurrection, and proclaim together: 

 

 
 

Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. 
Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and 
blood of your Son. 
Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 
Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. 
Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 
At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to 
your Easter garden. 

 
To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, 
now and forever:  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 

All are invited forward to receive communion. Communion is celebrated by 
intinction.  Worshipers may receive the blessed bread and dip it in the 
divided chalice containing red wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers 
are also available; please let the Pastor know of your preference. Worshipers 
may also choose to partake using individually-packed elements; these contain 
a wafer and grape juice. Empty cups may be placed in the basket on your 
way out of the sanctuary. Those worshipping from home via Zoom are 
invited to join in communion by providing their own communion elements. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

AM Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty 
days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for 
those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the 
life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF LIFE & MINISTRY AT ALC 
 
BLESSING 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN | O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS 
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DISMISSAL 
 

AM Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
                       Thank you to our volunteers: 
 

Assisting Minister …………….…. Lynn D’Esmond 
Reader ………………….............…Declan Murphy 
Altar Service……………...…..……Sue Baumgarten 
Usher ……………………………..….Leslie Gallant 
Counters …………………..…….…...Leslie Gallant 
         Barbara Raabe 
Fellowship…………………..……..Lynn D’Esmond 
Tech ………………..………...….…..John Carducci 
                           Tony Eith 
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                      To give online please scan the QR Code below. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Lenten Soup Suppers 
Please join us for Soup Suppers and A 
Lenten Devotional for 5 weeks during Lent. 
Beginning on Feb. 21st, Wednesday’s at 
6:00 pm for simple supper and Devotional 
at 7:00 pm 
 

We will again be using the devotions from The Sanctified Art, this year’s 
title is:   WANDERING HEART Figuring out faith with Peter  
 
 
 
 
Connect with US 
The best way to stay informed of church activities is to subscribe to our 
Constant Contact email listserv. You will receive the weekly worship 
link, the bi-monthly newsletter, and occasional event reminders and 
updates. To sign up, visit ascensionlutheranchurch.org/contactus, or 
email the office at officealc900@gmail.com 
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Rev. Kayla J. Hopgood, Pastor | pastor.kayla.alc@gmail.com 
Peter de Mets, Director of Music  pdm@peterdemetsmusic.com 
Ginny Kraft, Church Administrator | officealc900@gmail.com 

Beth Peroni, Bookkeeper | bookkeeperalc900@gmail.com 
 

The Church Office is open Wednesdays from  
9AM - 1PM and Thursdays from 12-4PM.  

 
Learn more about our community at ascensionlutheranchurch.org   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranNewtown  
Instagram: AscensionLutheranNewtown 

 


