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WELCOME TO ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
You are welcome here. 

If you have a prayer request, please fill out the yellow prayer sheet found 
in your bulletin. Prayer sheets will be collected by the usher during the 
hymn of the day. Prayer requests will be collected from Zoom worshipers 
via the Zoom meeting’s chat function. Prayer requests will be voiced by 
the pastor during the prayers of the people and added to the weekly 
prayer list circulated by email. All worshipers are welcome to receive 
Holy Communion, the body and blood of Jesus, given and shed for us. 

 
Introduction to the Day 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of 
Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The 
commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has 
freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of 
the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the 
ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten 
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our 
communities and the world. 

 
 
Cover Image: Bernadette Lopez, www.bernalopez.org     
 
 
 
“Thanksgiving at the Table for Lent.” From Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A 
Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table by Gail 
Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Adapted 
by Rev. Kayla Hopgood. 
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Presiding Minister (P), Assisting Minister (AM), Congregation (C) 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
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neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
P Here is a flood of grace: 

Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN | CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live 
faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your 
covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
FIRST READING | EXODUS 20:1-17 
 

God spoke all these words: 
 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. 
 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast 
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 
 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your 
God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
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your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM | PSALM 19     prayed responsively 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the  
    ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 
       about to the end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the  
       simple. 
 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the  
       eyes. 
 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine  
       gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 



 8 

 Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them 
       not get dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great  
       offense. 
 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be  
       acceptable in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
 
SECOND READING | 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL | JOHN 2:13-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 
money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He 
also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 
three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY | IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY 
An usher will collect prayer requests during the hymn of the day 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 

P Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed: 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended to heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of God the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

P   The following people – John Carducci, Sheryl White, Tony 
Eith, Tom D’Esmond, Mark Schultz, Eric Stark, Monica Orth, 
and Leslie Gallant – have been elected by the congregation to 
positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to 
serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ 
and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that 
these members will lead us in our common life and our 
mutual mission as a congregation. 
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A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 
 
P You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in 

this congregation. 
 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of 
faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together 
with the whole church. 
 
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in 
worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the 
mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the 
wider church, in this community, and in the whole world. 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the 
Spirit who empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, 
harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 

 
         The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 
 
P On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the  
Offices to which you have been elected? 

Council Members: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Congregation stands.  
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P People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, 
and will you share in the mutual ministry 
that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses 
them. 
 
P  I now declare you installed as council members of this  
        congregation. 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds  
in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

AM Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
ANTHEM | THE CROSS OF JESUS                Francis Patrick O’Brien                                                  
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GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 

A brass plate will be passed during the offertory for your tithes and offerings. 
You may also give online by visiting ascensionlutheranchurch.org/give. Thank 
you for your gifts.  
 
 
OFFERING HYMN | CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 
 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 

AM Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 

C Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P     O God, Creator of our wilderness world, 
O God, Savior of the lost, 
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering, 
we give you thanks for your everlasting might; 
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy. 

 
For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the 
flood. 
For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 
For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 

 
You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 
For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power 
of the devil. 

 
 

On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
We extol his life. We lament his death. We celebrate his 
resurrection, and proclaim together: 
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Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. 
Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and 
blood of your Son. 
Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 
Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. 
Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 
At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to 
your Easter garden. 

 
To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, 
now and forever:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 

All are invited forward to receive communion. Communion is celebrated by 
intinction.  Worshipers may receive the blessed bread and dip it in the 
divided chalice containing red wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers 
are also available; please let the Pastor know of your preference. Worshipers 
may also choose to partake using individually-packed elements; these contain 
a wafer and grape juice. Empty cups may be placed in the basket on your 
way out of the sanctuary. Those worshipping from home via Zoom are 
invited to join in communion by providing their own communion elements. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

AM Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty 
days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for 
those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the 
life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF LIFE & MINISTRY AT ALC 
 
BLESSING 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN | GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY 
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DISMISSAL 
 

AM Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
                       Thank you to our volunteers: 
 

Assisting Minister …………....…. Doreen Bourbon 
Reader ………………….................…Sheryl White 
Altar Service……………...………Doreen Bourbon 
Usher …………………………………..….Tony Eith 
Counters …………………..………....Leslie Gallant 
        Sue Baumgarten 
Fellowship………………….....Monica Shuster-Orth 
                                                              Jarrett Orth 
Tech ………………..………...….…..John Carducci 
                           Tony Eith 

 
 
                      To give online please scan the QR Code below. 
 

 


